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Donegal Bay and
Blue Stacks Festival

Féilte | Welcome

Welcome to the 26th edition of this annual festival, which is
presented by Donegal County Council Culture Division, in partnership
with a range of arts organisations, venues and community groups,
largely in the South and South West of the county.

We are delighted this year to host a number of events which are part of the Culture
Programme for Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union 2026. In this
regard, LUXE Landscape Theatre's Women of The Waves spectacle, which will be performed
at twilight on Rossnowlagh Beach on Saturday, October 3rd, promises to be a highlight

of the national programme. Similarly, we are delighted to welcome The Walls Project to
Donegal as they complete a young people's mural project, Wonder Walls, in partnership
with Bundoran Community Centre. All are invited to the great unveiling on Bundoran
Seafront Promenade on Sunday afternoon, October 11.

The Donegal Bay and Blue Stacks Festival is funded by Donegal County Council, The Arts

Council, Creative Ireland, Culture Ireland and the Department of Culture, Communications
and Sport.

Idinach Cultar Eireann
Culture Ireland
B
i

Cover Photo: Women of The Waves, LUXE Landscape Theatre. Photo by Conor Doherty.
See page 11 for details of Women of The Waves spectacle performance.




Exhibition | Taispedntas

The Kevin Lowery Gallery & Studio presents

Saltwater Il - An Exhibition of Irish Surf Art

FRISEP 25 - SUN OCT 11
Daily 10am - 5.30pm

Kevin Lowery Gallery & Studio,
Bundoran Retail Park, BUNDORAN

FREE

Exhibition Opening: Friday, September 25. 6pm-8pm. All Welcome. www.kevinlowery.ie

Featuring works by Barry Britton, Easkey communities shaped by it. Following the

Britton, Tiffany Budd, Maria Cadden,
Darragh Gorman, Rowan Huber, Lisa
Hughes, M.A. Littler, Katie Lodge, Kevin
Lowery, Lauren Martin, Eibhlin McCarry,
Gavin McCrea, Siofra Ni Bhroin, Kate
0'Neill, Tess Shaw, Helen Shepherd, Sile
Walsh, Kai Wilmott and Gillian Wright.

Saltwater Il brings together a compelling
collection of work across painting, print,
photography, sculpture and mixed media,
exploring Ireland’s relationship with the
Atlantic and the lives, traditions and

inaugural Saltwater exhibition in 2025, this
second edition looks beyond surfing alone to
consider the sea's wider influence on coastal
life, culture and creativity.

From the freedom and physical energy of
riding waves, to the quieter realities of living
beside an unpredictable ocean, the exhibition
presents varied responses to life on Ireland's
Atlantic edge. The exhibition also considers
the vulnerability of the coastline and the
growing importance of protecting Ireland's
marine and shoreline environments.



The Bluestack Chorale presents

Music | Ceol

Songs for An Autumn Evening

FRI SEP 25 - 8PM

With Deborah Cunningham, Soprano.
Paul Martin, Baritone.
Evan McGarrigle, Piano.

After the resounding success of the
Mountcharles Opera Festival at their new
summer venue, The Great Hall at Donegal
Castle, The Bluestack Chorale are delighted

to return for another Autumn festival season.

This year's programme will feature songs
from Vivaldi's Gloria, Elaine Hagenberg's
modern reworking of Rev. George
Matheson's 0 Love That Wilt Not Let Me
Go, and Norwegian composer Ole Gjeilo's
contemporary setting of the Early Christian
chant, Ubi Caritas, alongside a selection of
popular classics including John Lennon's
Imagine, Stevie Wonder's Don't You Worry
‘Bout A Thing and the Beatles’ timeless,
Help! (I Need Somebody).

The second part of the evening will include
solo piano pieces by Evan McGarrigle

and arias and duets from Verdi's opera

Don Carlos, with Deborah Cunningham
(Soprano) and Paul Martin (Baritone).

Failte Ireland Tourist Office, €15
The Quay, DONEGAL TOWN

ATDOOR

Deborah Cunningham holds a Recital
Diploma from Trinity College, London. She
is the founder of the Mountcharles Opera
Festival and initiated the Donegal Voices
choral ensemble in 2015.

Paul Martin is one of Donegal's premier
baritones. He is musical director of The
Bluestack Chorale and of St. Agatha’s Choir,
Donegal.

Evan McGarrigle is an award-winning
pianist. He is much in demand as a solo
performer and runs a successful music
school in Carrick. A gifted music arranger,
he is also director of the Donegal Voices
ensemble and is a popular tutor with the
Donegal Music Education Partnership
(DMEP).




Theatre & Musical Theatre | Dramaiocht & Amharclannaiocht Cheoil

Butt Drama Circle presents

tick, tick...BOOM!

FRI SEP 25 - SAT SEP 26 Balor Arts Centre, €15
8pm BALLYBOFEY TICKET

Booking via www.balorartscentre.com or 074 9131840

Written by Jonathan Larson. [N @ v
. . ‘b P 4 \
Directed by Daniel Browne. s f { 7 4" '/7 :\ .4
e e '
Before the revolutionary rock musical, Rent, j‘\ E'- ) - s
writer and composer Jonathan Larson had 5 il n 2N
another story to tell: his own. T8 SUTT DRANA CIRC p

tiCkr

tick, tick.. BOOM! is a three-character
musical about facing crossroads in life and
holding onto your dreams. It tells the story
of Jon, a promising composer feeling the
pressure to be successful before his thirtieth
birthday, just a week away. But his girlfriend
Susan wants to get married and move out
of the city (tick); his best friend Michael is
making big bucks on Madison Avenue (tick);
and Jon is still waiting tables and trying

to write a hit musical before time, and life,
passes him by (BOOM!).

Jonathan Larson was a Tony Award and This semi-autobiographical musical is
Pulitzer Prize winning composer best known  about the life of a young artist in New York
for the musical Rent, the success of which City at the dawn of the 1990s, as the trials

he never got to see as he succumbed to and tribulations of striving for greatness
a sudden heart attack less than 24 hours challenge his persistence and his personal
before the first Broadway performance of relationships. Why pursue the dream if it

the show. could cost us everything?



An Grianan Theatre Productions presents

Theatre | Dramaiocht

Saving For A Helicopter

SAT SEP 26 - 8PM

Abbey Arts Centre,
BALLYSHANNON

€15
TICKET

Booking via www.abbeycentre.ie or 0719851375

Written and Performed by Grdinne
Curistan. Directed by Lianne 0'Shea.

Saving For A Helicopter is the debut play

of Donegal native Grinne Curistan, who
grew up believing she and her father were
saving for a family helicopter. As she moves
from childhood through adulthood however,
she finds that a different inheritance
begins to take hold - a genetic kidney
disease, long looming in the background

of her life, finally demands centre stage.

In this deeply personal and funny solo
performance, Grdinne charts her journey
from carefree childhood to the realities

of dialysis, transplant lists and uncertain
futures. Along the way, she brings to life a
vivid cast of characters - family members,
doctors, nurses, her younger self - capturing
moments of tenderness, absurdity and fear
with equal honesty.

Saving for a Helicopter was premiered

to enthusiastic audiences at An Grianan
Theatre earlier this summer and it comes
to the Abbey Arts Centre fresh from a
successful run at the Dublin Fringe Festival,
where it ran for five nights at The New
Theatre, Temple Bar.



Cuireann Cairdeas na bhFidiléiri i lathair

The 44th Annual Glenties Fiddle Weekend

The Highlands Hotel, MORE INFO

FRIOCT 02 - SUN OCT 04 GLENTIES donegalfiddlemusic.ie

This major gathering of fiddle players was established in 1983 and is held annually in
The Highlands Hotel, Glenties. As always, there is a great line up of fiddle players from
both near and far, with a weekend full of classes, talks, sessions - including a Pass the
Fiddle session - and a fantastic Saturday night Fiddle Concert.

Fiddle Masterclass
SAT OCT 03 & SUN OCT 04 The Highlands Hotel, €15
10.30am to 12.30pm daily GLENTIES FOR 2 DAYS

Numbers Limited. Please book in Advance via info@donegalfiddlemusic.ie or 086 3409019.
Three classes covering various levels.

Talk: The Fiddle Tradition of the North East of Scotland

with Paul Anderson

SAT OCT 03 The Highlands Hotel,

12.30pm - 1.30pm GLENTIES FREE



Glenties Fiddle Concert

SAT OCT 03 - 9PM

No Advance Booking.

Music | Ceol

The Highlands Hotel,
GLENTIES

€15
AT DOOR

Featuring two fine fiddle players from
Inver and Glenties and a special guest
from Aberdeenshire, Scotland.

Ella Bruton is a young Donegal fiddle player
from Inver. Though still in her 20's, Ella has
been playing the fiddle for many years. She
has recently graduated from her Bachelor of
Music studies at Queen'’s University, Belfast.

Tara Connaghan is a traditional fiddle player

Tara's recordings include Donegal Fiddle with
SiFiddlers and The Far Side of the Glen, with
Derek McGinley.

Paul Anderson is one of Scotland’s best
known fiddle players and a leading exponent
of the country’s North East fiddle style. He is
atop-class performer, a prolific composer of
tunes, a teacher, an academic and a noted
musical historian. A native of Aberdeenshire,
Paul learned his music from among others

from Glenties, who counts Vincent and Jimmy  Hector MacAndrew, who claimed he could

Campbell as major influences on her playing.
She devised and hosts the popular, award-
winning podcast, In Tune with Tradition

- Perspectives on Session Etiquette in Irish
Traditional Music (www.sessionetiquette.
com) and is a founding member of the
acclaimed all-female group, SiFiddlers.

trace his musical lineage back to the great
18th century Scottish fiddler, Neil Gow. He has
recorded eight solo albums, tours extensively
and has performed for royalty, King Charles
and Sean Connery among them.




Music | Ceol

Donegal Voices Choir

Carl Maria Weber’s Missa Sancta No. 1, Freischiitz Mass.
. St. Patrick’s Church, DONATION

FRI OCT 02 - 8PM BALLYSHANNON RETIRING COLLECTION
. St. Connell's Church, DONATION

FRI OCT 09 - 8PM GLENTIES RETIRING COLLECTION

Conductor and Musical Director,
Evan McGarrigle.
Accompanist, Niamh Currid.

The centrepiece of this year’s Donegal Voices
festival recital is German composer Carl
Maria Weber's Missa Sancta No. 1, ‘Freischiitz
Mass: Best known for his operas, Weber
wrote Missa Sancta in 1818 in honour of King
Frederick Augustus | of Saxony, while he was
Kapellmeister (Music Director) at Frederick's
court in Dresden. A choral work in six
movements, it will be performed by the Choir
with soloists Deborah Cunningham, Fiona
Wasson, Barry Naughton and Paul Martin.
The programme will also feature works by

Edward Elgar (Three Motets, Op. 2), Franz
Schubert (Du Bist Die Ruh), Giacomo Puccini
(Salve Regina) and Cesar Franck (Panis
Angelicus from Mass Op. 2).

Donegal Voices first performed in 2015

and are now one of the premier choral
ensembles in the North West of Ireland.
Since then, this exceptional 40-member
vocal group has performed works by, among
others, JS Bach (Magnificat in D), Vivaldi
(Gloria), Handel (Messiah), Beethoven (Mass
in C), George Friderik Handel (Coronation
Anthems and The Hallelujah Chorus), Mozart
(Mass in C Major), Mendelssohn (Christus,
Opus 97) and Brahms (Requiem).



Theatre & Outdoor Spectacle | Dramaiocht & Mérthaibhseacht Faoin Aer

LUXE Landscape Theatre presents

Women of The Waves

SAT OCT 03 - 7.30PM

Rossnowlagh Beach,
ROSSNOWLAGH

FREE
EVENT

Route: Gathering at Rossnowlagh Beach Carpark, to The Crossroads, to Rossnowlagh Beach.
Please Note: Please use Main Beach Carpark for carparking. Please co-operate with Event Stewards
and An Garda Siochana at all times. Dress for the Weather and the Beach, which may be damp
underfoot. The performance is Not Suitable for Dogs.

Women of The Waves is presented

by Donegal County Council as part of
the Culture Programme for Ireland's
Presidency of the Council of the
European Union 2026. Funded by
Culture Ireland, Creative Ireland and The
Arts Council.

Women of The Waves is an illuminated
processional work created by LUXE
Landscape Theatre, that will build to a
spectacular finale on Rossnowlagh Beach.
Its uniquely visual narrative draws on both
ancient travels and recent migrations,
combining indigenous and travelled imagery
and bringing communities together.

LUXE embrace the elemental landscape

of the Atlantic coast to make their unique
and journeying works of landscape theatre.
Immersing audiences in story streams,
unveiling illuminated images in the half-light
and opening windows into worlds of the
imagination. Bringing fire to places where
the land, the sea and the sky all meet.

You are invited to walk with them on an
alchemical journey in Rossnowlagh.

Inishowen-based LUXE are one of Ireland’s
leading theatre and spectacle companies.
Their work ranges from intimate processional
events to large scale illuminated spectacles,
typically suffused with the elemental energy
of the Atlantic. Their dazzling productions
have thrilled communities throughout
Ireland and overseas, including a series

of particularly successful engagements
facilitated through Donegal County Council's
cultural partnerships in Norway, Iceland and
Newfoundland.




Music | Ceol

Balor Arts Centre presents

Paul Sherry

SAT OCT 03 - 8PM

Balor Arts Centre,
BALLYBOFEY

€15
TICKET

Booking via www.balorartscentre.com or 074 9131840

Paul Sherry is an award-winning Irish
guitarist, singer, and songwriter whose work
bridges old-school rock authenticity with
modern depth and intention. A recognised
force on the Irish rock 'n’ roll scene since

the age of sixteen, Sherry combines rich
guitar technicality, rugged vocal delivery and
thoughtful songwriting to powerful effect.

In addition to being a full-time, touring solo
artist and session musician, Paul’s career

has been distinguished by a series of high-
calibre collaborations with an impressive
list of artists including Marc Ford (The Black
Crowes), Dale Davis (Amy Winehouse),
Arron Sterling (John Mayer, Post Malone),
Kenny Aronoff (Smashing Pumpkins) and
Justin Stanley (Beck). His latest album,
Peace in Mind, is a rock and roots journey
that balances introspection with fire. A
guitar playing and vocal masterclass, not
to be missed.



Music, Literary & Spoken Word | Ceol, Litriocht & Focail Labhartha

Donegal Arts Service, ChangeMakers Donegal & Abbey Arts Centre presents

Vital Voices - Florence Mako, Amanda Adé
& Eoghan 0 Ceannabhain

TUE OCT 06 - 8PM

Abbey Arts Centre,
BALLYSHANNON

FREE
EVENT

Booking via www.abbeycentre.ie or 0719851375

Vital Voices returns with an evening of
multicultural theatre, music and spoken
word, exploring identity, language,
belonging, heritage and contemporary
Ireland, through the work of three
distinctive artists.

Donegal-based performer Florence Mako
will present an extract from Brian Friel's
much-loved Dancing at Lughnasa. Her
performance marks an exciting progression
in her artistic journey following her
participation in Donegal County Council's
Artist-Mentor Programme, which supports
emerging artists from diverse backgrounds
to develop their creative practice.

Florence is joined by Dublin singer,
songwriter and multi-instrumentalist

Eoghan 0 Ceannabhdin, whose musical
roots lie in the Conamara sean-nds singing
tradition. Singing in Irish and English, Eoghan
combines a powerful, resonant voice with
concertina and flute to create music rich in
storytelling, exploring themes of struggle,
loss, resistance and healing.

Amanda Adé is a Nigerian-Irish spoken
word artist and activist from Kildare. She
performed her Mother Africa work for Africa
Day 2021 and Our Land for RTE in 2022,

She now brings her distinctive voice and
performance to the Vital Voices stage.

A Creative Ireland project supported by Donegal
County Council, ChangeMakers Donegal and
Abbey Arts Centre,



Film | Scannan

Donegal Bay Film Festival

WED OCT 07 - THU OCT 08 Eclipse Cinemas, Station Road, FREE
8pm BUNDORAN EVENT

Emergency Accommodation

Bundoran film-maker Caroline Harvey has drawn together an exciting programme of
short films and documentaries made by emerging filmmakers from the North and North
West of Ireland.

WED 0CT 07 THU OCT 08

In Piedi ( In Protest) - Dir: Edwin Mullane. | See a Voice - Dir: Leah Egan.

Emergency Accommodation Calf - Wri/Dir: Jamie 0'Rourke.
- Dir: Kate Haley.

Little B*tch - Dir: Sinéad O'Brien.

Beneath The Quiet
- Dir. Blaithin Gallagher.

Additional programme to be

Field Queens - Dir: Aine Ryan. confirmed. Please see festival website
. www.donegalbaybluestacks.com and
Horseback - Dir: Mark McAuley. social media for updates.

Dive - Dir: Amy Joyce Hastings.




Film | Scannan

Donegal Bay Film Festival

In Piedi (In Protest) - A short film about
political resistance, solidarity and standing
up to adversity, from the Director of the
award-winning Horseshoe (Galway Film
Fleadh 2025).

In search of a warm place to sleep, a
homeless man slips Garda custody inside a
chaotic Irish hospital, using the overwhelming
overcrowding and relentless pressure of the
emergency department as cover to hide in
plain sight, in Emergency Accommodation.

Beneath The Quiet is an intense and highly
visual re-imagining of the classic William
Butler Yeats poem, The Lake Isle of Inisfree.

F

Field Queens

In Field Queens, two friends tasked with

cleaning a minibus after a drunken mishap
end up spending a volatile, unexpected day
drinking in a field with the bus driver’s wife,
putting their friendship to the ultimate test.

Horseback is the story of Ali, a non-verbal
refugee boy who is trapped by trauma and
isolation, but finds hope when a piebald pony
becomes the bridge between his silent world
and the people around him.

In Dive, a young woman Jess slips away from
afamily gathering in the West of Ireland to an
iconic diving board above the Atlantic, where
past and future clash like the waves below.

VOICE

AFILM BY LEAH EGAN

A deaf woman struggles in the aftermath

of her father's passing. Friendship, an
unexpected turn of events and a simple
moment of connection become her salvation
in1See a Voice.

Asinister farm accident leaves Cait with a
terrible decision to make in Calf.

In Little B*tch, teenage Amy swindles a
well-meaning substitute teacher to confront
her parents, after her Christmas and birthday
wishes are ignored.




Music | Ceol

Zoé Conway and John Mcintyre

THU OCT 08 - 8PM

The Great Hall, Donegal Castle,
DONEGAL TOWN

€20
TICKET

Booking via www.abbeycentre.ie or 0719851375. Limited capacity, booking essential.
Accessibility Note: Donegal Castle is a historic building, with access to the Great Hall by Stairs Only.

Traditional fiddle player Zoé Conway is
one of the most renowned musicians and

composers in the country. She was recently
appointed Associate Artist with the RTE
Concert Orchestra. John Mcintyre is a
virtuoso traditional and classical guitarist
who has a strong connection to Donegal, his
father being from Cill Chartha. In the early
2000s, he was a member of the popular
Donegal rock band, The Revs.

Described by the BCC's Mark Radcliffe (The
Folk Show) as 'Simply one of the best folk

duos on the planet; Zoé and John have
released many outstanding recordings
to-date including their most recent, From

a Forest to a Fiddle (Forais go Fidil), which
they performed in full with the RTE Concert
Orchestra, in a sold out performance at the
National Concert Hall in November 2023.

They perform widely throughout Ireland and
internationally, both as a duo and as part of
amuch sought after quartet with Scottish
singer Julie Fowlis and Irish musician
Eamonn Doorley.



Donegal Drama Circle presents

Dancing At Lughnasa

THU OCT 08 - SAT OCT 10
THU & FRI 8PM. SAT 7PM

Leghowney Community Hall,
LEGHOWNEY, F94 RH67

Theatre | Dramaiocht

€15
AT DOOR

Written by Brian Friel.
Directed by Christian Carbin.
Lighting Design by Art Kavanagh.

To celebrate their 50th. anniversary, Donegal
Drama Circle have selected Dancing

at Lughnasa, one of Brian Friel's most
successful plays. Set at harvest time in 1930s
Donegal, we meet the five Mundy sisters -
schoolteacher and matriarch Kate, Maggie,
Christina, Agnes and Rose - as they struggle
to make ends meet and care for their seven-
year-old nephew and their brother Jack, who
has returned from the African missions in a
somewhat confused state. The play is loosely
based on the lives of Friel's own mother and
his aunts who lived at The Laurels, close by
the old Glenties Railway Station. The Laurels
house and gardens have been recently

restored by The Brian Friel Trust and Donegal
County Council.

First produced by the Abbey Theatre in
1990, with the great Rosaleen Lenihan as
Kate Mundy, Dancing at Lughnasa later
transferred to the West End where it won an
Olivier Award and thereafter to Broadway,
where it won a Tony Award. It was made
into a successful film with Meryl Streep and
Michael Gambon in1998.

In this Donegal Drama Circle production, the
part of Kate is played by Emer McMullin,
Ciara Boyle is Agnes, Suzanne Thomas is
Christina, Rhiannon Kerrigan is Maggie

and Faye Gallagher is Rose. Conor Friery is
Michael, Seamus McHugh is Father Jack and
Ciaran Cassidy is Gerry Evans.




Theatre | Dramaiocht

Butt Drama Circle presents
Found Drowned
- The Mysterious Death of Bella Brooks

THUOCT08-FRIOCT09  Balor Arts Centre, €15
8pm BALLYBOFEY TICKET

Booking via www.balorartscentre.com or 074 9131840

Written by Conor Malone.
Directed by JC Bonar.

Found Drowned - The Mysterious
Death of Bella Brooks is a new play
by Conor Malone, based on the true
events of July 1876 when the body of
Bella Brooks was found floating in
the River Finn near Doneyloop. Bella
was a popular local figure and the
discovery of her body, dressed for

a wedding, was the cause of much
rumour and speculation among the
Finn Valley community and beyond.
Many pointed the finger of blame

at her fiancé, Robert Lecky, while
others maintained that her death
was a suicide. To this day the tragic
tale of Bella Brooks has always asked
more questions than it has provided
answers,

This is Conor Malone's fourth play.
Previous works include The Fund

(P 0'Connor Award 2015), The Root of
All Evil (2023) and A Matter of Rights

(2024), each one premiered at the
Balor Arts Centre. Illustration by Alina Bahrii




Theatre | Dramaiocht

Big Guerilla Productions presents

Nothing But An Old Weed

FRI OCT 09 Abbey Arts Centre, €10
8pm BALLYSHANNON TICKET

Booking via www.abbeycentre.ie or 0719851375
Contains Strong language and Adult themes. Suitable for Ages 16+.

Written and Performed by
Fiona Maria Fitzpatrick.
Directed by Seamus 0'Rourke.

Nothing But An 0ld Weed is the
debut play of Rossnowlagh-based
actor and musician, Fiona Maria
Fitzpatrick. Set amidst the dark

and dusty wastelands of the mind,
awoman picks her way through

the debris in search of hope. With
dreams faded and answers running
thin, she digs through the memories,
determined to uncover whatever
fragments may remain. With God,
Granny and the Dog all watching, can
she recall and reclaim the lost bones
of her past? And what in almighty
God might be stirred up in the
process? A gritty solo performance,
full of sharp humour and thoughtful
reflection.

Nothing But An Old Weed was
premiered at Cavan Arts Festival this
summer and had a further successful
outing at the recent West Cork Fit-Up
Theatre Festival.




Theatre | Dramaiocht

Donegal County Museum & Frances Browne Literary Festival presents

As | Lay Dreaming

. Halla Mhuire, €10
FRIOCT 09 - 8PM GLEANN CHOILM CILLE ATDOOR

. Balor Arts Centre, €15
SUN OCT 11- 8PM BALLYBOFEY TICKET

Booking via www.balorartscentre.com or 074 9131840

Written by Shaun Byrne.
With Maggie Hannon, Aoibhinn
0'Doherty and Shaun Byrne.

As | Lay Dreaming is a new play by
Ballybofey writer/director Shaun Byrne,
commissioned by Donegal County
Council as part of the Local Authority
Commemorative Programme 2026. The
play is centred on Annie McGinley, a
Donegal woman, as she reflects on the
news of American artist Rockwell Kent's
death in1971. The artist had spent the
summer of 1926 in the area of Gleann
Choilm Cille,immersed in the local culture
and terrain. Living in a converted cowshed,
the charismatic but controversial Kent
captured the rugged landscape and its
people, eventually persuading a twenty-
year-old Annie to pose for a portrait.

The resulting painting sparked a clash
between Kent's modern artistic philosophy
and the community's traditional values.
Through Annie's vivid memories, the play
explores the transformative power of art,

> |

the passage of time and the enduring
connection between an artist and his muse.

Maggie Hannon plays the part of the older
Annie McGinley while Aoibhinn 0'Doherty
plays Annie's younger self. The part of
Rockwell Kent is played by Shaun Byrne.

Shaun Byrne is a writer and director

from Ballybofey. This is his fifth play after
An Incident with Dave Cotter, Darkness
Echoing, Margaret and One Night at
Glenlough, which was a highlight of the
2024 Donegal Bay and Blue Stacks Festival.

Supported by The Department of
Communications, Culture and Sport through the
Local Authority Commemorative Fund 2026.



Theatre | Dramaiocht

Cark Angel

Written and Performed by Little John Nee.

SATOCT 10 - 1AM Bundoran Community Library, FREE
Family Event Station Road, BUNDORAN EVENT

Booking advisable via 0719829665. Limited capacity. Suitable for Children Aged 8 -12 yrs+.

Cark Angel is a brand-new theatre
show for children by Little John

Nee, one of Donegal’s best loved
performers. It's the story of a young
girl who is evacuated from wartime
Glasgow to stay with relatives in
the quiet rural community of Cark
Mountain in Donegal - told through
music, song and storytelling in Little
John's own inimitable style.

Little John Nee is a writer, theatre
maker, storyteller and musician from
Glasgow and Letterkenny. Though now
based in Galway, there has always

been a strong Donegal dimension

to his work. His most recent works

include Johnny Gotta Bus Pass, The
Arts of Gentle Punk and Zeitgeist
Jukebox. Rooted in tradition but wildly
imaginative, John's performances
carry the spirit of vaudeville, punk, folk
theatre and magical realism - often in
the same show.

Cark Angel is the product of an Artist's
Residency which Little John completed
for Donegal County Council, through this
summer and autumn.




Theatre & Outdoor Spectacle | Dramaiocht & Mdrthaibhseacht Faoin Aer

Erne Enterprise Development CLG & Dark Daughter Productions present

Duchas, Damhsa & Dolly Carnival Parade

SATOCT10
7.30pm-8.30pm

Market Street, Castle Street,
William Allingham Bridge, BALLYSHANNON

FREE
EVENT

Please Note: Parking Restrictions and Traffic Diversions will be in place along the Parade Route
from 6.30pm to 9.00pm. Please co-operate with Carnival Stewards and An Garda Siochana at all

times, Warm Clothing is Advisable.

This year's Carnival Parade is a harvest
time celebration of all things country
and community. Over 200 performers
will take to the streets of Ballyshannon
in a riot of spectacle, music and

dance to celebrate the Harvest Fair
Day tradition and the memory of Dolly
Parton, with a host of local and visiting
performers and groups.

Co-ordinated by Maura Logue of Dark
Daughter Productions, the Parade will
feature one of Ireland’s top street arts
companies, Inishowen Carnival and the
Aislingi Dancers and their Spirit Animals
spectacle, as well as Sligo's Know Promises
Theatre, the Dolly P Dancers, Bundoran’s
Surf and Creatives Tribe, Rossnowlagh
Farmers Market and Rogue Pirates, In Your
Space Circus, Rossnowlagh Ramblers,
ATU Sligo Performing Arts, Michelle

Belle School of Dance, Stars of The West,
Killybegs Youth Accordian Band and
Foresters Hall Youth Drama, led out by the
talented young performer Séamie Sedn
Brennan of Rossnowlagh.

Offering a platform for new work by artists
from the North West, the Carnival Parade
will showcase designs and performances by
Orson Sterritt, Maurice McLaughlin, Angel
Gallagher, Corrie McDermot, Orla McSharry,
Caoimhe Davidson and Niamh 0'Brien.

A special feature of this year's event will be
the hotly anticipated Carnival Finalé, with
its country music and harvest time theme,
devised by Carnival artist-in-residence Zoé
Hayter (Footsharn, Macnas) and Fiona Maria
Fitzpatrick (Big Guerrilla Productions).

Co-funded by Creative Ireland.



Creative Graffiti & Street Art | Graifiti Cruthaitheach & Ealain Srdide

The Walls Project in partnership with Bundoran Community Centre presents

Wonder Walls

SUNOCTT
3.30pm

Bundoran Seafront Promenade,
BUNDORAN

FREE
EVENT

For more info or to join, contact Bundoran Community Centre at 0719829675 or 083 4318743

Outdoor Event, Dress appropriately.

Part of the Culture Programme for
Ireland’s Presidency of The Council of
The European Union 2026.

Wonder Walls is a national graffiti and
street art initiative led by The Walls
Project, the people behind the famous
Waterford Walls Festival. Through creative
workshops across Ireland, young people
explore self-expression, creativity and

EU Presidency themes using the visual
language of street art.

In a partnership with Bundoran Community
Centre, The Walls Project will deliver a series

of hands-on graffiti and street art workshops
for young people aged 12 to 18, introducing
them to lettering, design and large-scale
public art. No experience is needed. The
workshop encourages experimentation,
collaboration and confidence building in a
fun, accessible environment.

The finished artwork will be unveiled on the
final day of the Donegal Bay and Blue Stacks
Festival, giving participants the chance to
see their work celebrated within a major
cultural event.



Dialann Lae | Day By Day

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25 PG
e Saltwater Il Exhibition Opening Bundoran 6.00pm  Free 4
® Songs for An Autumn Evening Donegal Town 8.00pm €15 5
o tick, tick..BOOM! Ballybofey 800pm €715 6
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26 PG
e Saving For A Helicopter Ballyshannon 8.00pm €5 7
o tick, tick..BOOM! Ballybofey 800pm €715 6
FRIDAY OCTOBER 02 PG
® Donegal Voices Choir Ballyshannon 8.00pm  Donation 10
® Glenties Fiddle Weekend Glenties 10.00pm  See page 8
SATURDAY OCTOBER 03

® (lenties Fiddle Weekend Masterclasses  Glenties 10.30am €75 8
® (Glenties Fiddle Weekend Talk Glenties 1230pm  Free 8
e LUXE Women of The Waves Rossnowlagh 730pm  free 1
@ Paul Sherry in Concert Ballybofey 800pm €715 12
® (Glenties Fiddle Concert Glenties 900pm €15 9
SUNDAY OCTOBER 04 PG
® (Glenties Fiddle Weekend Masterclass ~ Glenties 10.30am €75 8
TUESDAY OCTOBER 06 PG
® \ital Voices Ballyshannon 800pm  Free 13
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 07 PG

® Donegal Bay Film Festival Bundoran 800pm  Free 15



THURSDAY OCTOBER 08 PG
® 70é Conway, John Mcintyre Donegal Town 800pm €20 16
e Found Drowned Ballybofey 800pm €15 18
e Dancing at Lughnasa Leghowney 800pm €15 17
e Donegal Bay Film Festival Bundoran 800pm  Free 15
FRIDAY OCTOBER 09 PG
e As|Lay Dreaming Gleann Choilm Cille  8.00pm €10 20
e Nothing But An Old Weed Ballyshannon 800pm €10 19
® Donegal Voices Choir Glenties 800pm  Donation 10
e Dancing at Lughnasa Leghowney 800pm €15 17
e Found Drowned Ballybofey 800pm €15 18
SATURDAY OCTOBER 10 PG
e Little John Nee - Cark Angel Bundoran 1.00am  Free 21
e Dancing at Lughnasa Leghowney 700pm €15 17
e Festival Carnival Parade Ballyshannon 730pm  free 22
SUNDAY OCTOBER 11 PG
e Wonder Walls Bundoran 3.30pm  Free 23
® As|Lay Dreaming Ballybofey 8.00pm €15 20
EXHIBITION: FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25 - SUNDAY OCTOBER 11 PG

Salt Water II, An Exhibition of Irish Bundoran 10.00am Free A

SurfArt -5.30pm

® Music | Ceol @ Music, Literary & Spoken Word | Ceol, Litriocht & Focail Labhartha

@ Theatre | Dramaiocht @ Theatre & Musical Theatre | Dramaiocht & Amharclannaiocht Cheail

@ Theatre & Outdoor Spectacle | Dramaiocht & Mérthaibhseacht Faoin Aer

@ Exhibition | Taispeantas e Film | Scannan
@ Creative Graffiti & Street Art | Graifiti Cruthaitheach & Ealain Sréide



Bookail | Booking

For most Festival events, tickets will be available for purchase at the
venue on the evening of the performance. To avoid disappointment,
however, please plan to arrive at the venue at least 20 minutes before
the advertised showtime.

Limited Accessibility Note: Please Note that as a historic building, access to the Great Hall
performance space at Donegal Castle is by Stairs Only.

TICKETS AND BOOKING AT:

The Abbey Arts Centre, Ballyshannon
Tel: 0719851375 or via www.abbeycentre.ie
» Saving For A Helicopter,
» Vital Voices
» Nothing But An 0ld Weed.
» Zoé Conway and John Mcintyre (Booking essential)

Balor Arts Centre, Ballybofey.
Tel: 074 9131840 or via www.balorartscentre.com
» tick, tick..BOOM!
» Found Drowned
» Paul Sherry
» As|Lay Dreaming



Ba mhaith linn buiochas a ghabhail chuig

Ailis McIntyre, Linda Clyne, Abbey Arts
Centre, Ballyshannon. Conor Malone, Balor
Arts Centre, Ballybofey. Emer Keon, Eme
Enterprise Development CLG. Christina Jose
Irwin, OPW, Donegal Castle. John 0'Connell,
Eclipse Cinemas. Barry Sweeney, Bundoran
Community Centre.

Maura Logue, Dark Daughter Productions.
Michael Bonner, Medium C. Deborah
Cunningham, The Bluestack Chorale and
Donegal Voices. Shirley Anne Bonner,
Celine McGlynn, Frances Browne Literary
Festival. Patricia McBride, Niall Cranny, An
Grianan Theatre. Caroline Harvey, Collie Mac
Phaidin, Donegal Bay Film Festival. Shaun
Byrne. Fiona Maria Fitzpatrick. Zoé Conway.
Caoimhin Mac Aoidh, Rab Cherry, Cairdeas
na bhFidiléiri. Mark Hill, Mandy Blinco, LUXE
Landscape Theatre. Dr. Easkey Britton,
Rossnowlagh. Faye Dinsmore, Rossnowlagh
Farmers Market. Myra McAuliffe, Change
Makers Donegal. Charlie Bonner, DCC Artist

Mentor Programme. Christian Carbin, Art
Kavanagh, Donegal Drama Circle. Kevin
Lowery, Kevin Lowery Gallery & Studio. Lynn
Ferrari, The Walls Project. Patsy 0'Kane.
Cormac McGurn. Leslie Long. David and
John Meade.

Tommy Callaghan, Manna Design.

Frances Connaghan, William Colvin,
Donegal County Council Communications
Office. Mark Sweeney, Snr. Executive
Engineer, Roads, Donegal County Council.
Donna Cavanagh, Senior Executive Librarian,
Donegal County Council. Sinéad McLaughlin,
Donegal County Library, Wainfest. Naoise
Nolan, Regional Cultural Centre, Donegal
County Council. Judith McCarthy, Curator,
Donegal County Museum. Daithi Ramsay,
Creative Communities Engagement Officer,
Creative Ireland, Donegal County Council.
Andrew McNulty, Arts & Cultural Diversity
Officer, Donegal County Council.



For more information visit: E -E
donegalbaybluestacks.com Ty

@ BlueStacksFestival | donegalcoco
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